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If we can do those three things, then we
can honor what happened here today, and
we can validate the feelings we all had. And
instead of just being a magic moment in his-
tory, it will truly be a turning point. That’s
what I think it is.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Former Presidents
September 13, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your
attention please. The microphone’s not on,
so I’ll just speak.

First, let me welcome you all to the White
House and thank you all for being part of
a great and promising day for the United
States and for the Middle East and for the
entire world.

I am so pleased that we could end this
magnificent day with a gathering of many of
the great American leaders who made this
day possible. I want to salute all my prede-
cessors who are here: President Ford, Presi-
dent Carter, President Bush, and especially
acknowledge the contributions of President
Carter at Camp David and President Bush
in starting the peace talks in Madrid, Presi-
dent Ford for his wise leadership during a
pivotal time in the history of the Middle East.
I want to thank the Secretaries of State who
worked tirelessly over many years for peace
in the Middle East: Henry Kissinger, George
Shultz, Cyrus Vance, James Baker, Larry
Eagleburger, and of course, my own Sec-
retary and good friend, Warren Christopher.
I thank the Congress for the essential role
that it plays in providing the guidance, the
resources, and the bipartisan support. The
Speaker is here and our majority leader, Dick
Gephardt, the Senate and House whips, Sen-
ators Ford and Simpson, Congressmen
Bonior and Gingrich. And I want to thank
all the rest of you who are here who have
made a contribution to the remarkable
events that are unfolding today.

In this room we represent both political
parties and, I think it’s fair to say, a fairly
wide array of views about public events. But

we do have this in common: We agree that
the United States must continue to exert its
leadership if there is to be hope in this world
of taking advantage of the end of the cold
war, great hunger of people all over the world
for democracy and freedom and peace and
prosperity.

In the days ahead I ask you all to be willing
to provide counsel to our administration and
bipartisan support to sustain the role that the
United States must pursue in the world. In
the face of difficulties and dangers and in
the pursuit of a better world, we must lead.

One of our efforts begins tomorrow when
all the Presidents and former Secretaries of
State who are here join me in the formal
kickoff of our efforts to secure passage of the
North American Free Trade Agreement. I
know that will require great effort and bipar-
tisanship, but I believe we will succeed be-
cause of the stakes for ourselves economically
and politically in this hemisphere.

Tonight, however, let us for the moment
rest on the laurels of the United States of
America and toast peace and progress and
the prosperity of the American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House.

Proclamation 6589—Commodore
John Barry Day, 1993
September 13, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During its War for Independence, our Na-
tion faced a great and proven sea power. The
young Continental Navy, which had been es-
tablished by the Continental Congress in Oc-
tober 1775, was only a fraction of the size
of the British fleet. Nevertheless, the small
American naval force not only achieved sev-
eral key victories during the War but also
established a tradition of courageous service
that continues to this day. On this occasion,
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we honor the memory of one of America’s
first and most distinguished naval leaders,
Commodore John Barry.

After immigrating to the United States
from Ireland, John Barry became a successful
shipmaster in Philadelphia. He was also an
enthusiastic supporter of American inde-
pendence, and when the Revolutionary War
began, he readily volunteered for service and
became one of the first captains of the Con-
tinental Navy.

Captain Barry served bravely and with dis-
tinction throughout the course of the War.
While commanding the brig LEXINGTON,
he captured the British sloop EDWARD in
April 1776. This victory marked the first cap-
ture in battle of a British vessel by a regularly
commissioned American warship. Later in
1776, he led a raid by four small boats against
British vessels on the Delaware River and
seized a significant quantity of supplies
meant for the British Army. Seven years
later, Captain Barry participated in the last
American naval victory of the War, leading
the frigate ALLIANCE against HMS
SYBILLE in March 1783.

Serving as a volunteer artillery officer in
December of that year, Captain Barry par-
ticipated in General George Washington’s
celebrated campaign to cross the Delaware
River, which led to victory at the Battle of
Trenton.

Captain Barry continued to serve our
country after the end of the Revolution, help-
ing to make the American victory a meaning-
ful and enduring one. Active in Pennsylvania
politics, he became a strong supporter of the
Constitution, which was ratified by the State
Assembly on December 12, 1787. In June
1794, President George Washington ap-
pointed him as commander of the new frigate
USS UNITED STATES, one of six that were
built as part of a permanent American naval
armament. For the remaining years of his
life, Commodore Barry helped to build and
lead the new United States Navy, command-
ing not only USS UNITED STATES but also
‘‘Old Ironsides,’’ USS CONSTITUTION.

Commodore John Barry died on Septem-
ber 13, 1803, but his outstanding legacy of
service is carried on today by all the brave
and selfless Americans who wear the uniform
of the United States Navy.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
157, has designated September 13, 1993, as
‘‘Commodore John Barry Day’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 13, 1993, as
Commodore John Barry Day. I invite all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities in honor of
those individuals, past and present, who have
served in the United States Navy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., September 15, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 16.

Proclamation 6591—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1993
September 13, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The national observance of Minority En-

terprise Development Week is a decade-old
tradition in which Americans of all races and
ethnic groups convene to recognize and pro-
mote the achievements of more than one mil-
lion minority business owners and entre-
preneurs who support this Nation’s contin-
ued economic growth. During Minority En-
terprise Development Week, Americans also
honor the many diligent minority business
advocates in government and the corporate
sector whose constant pursuit of excellence
keeps our economy strong.

Minority-owned businesses are valuable
assets for America. Each year, minority busi-
ness enterprises return valuable resources to
their communities in the form of taxes and
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